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sympathetically bound up with those of animals that when
the animal dies the man dies, and that conversely when the
man expires the animal dies simultaneously.    This belief is
especially prevalent among the tribes of Western Africa,
where the conception of a man's soul permanently or tem-
porarily lodged in an animal is conveniently spoken of as a
" bush-soul."    Thus for example among the Nounoumas of
the Western Sudan people do not sacrifice to crocodiles, be-
cause they say that crocodiles are not gods, but only their
own human souls in animal form.    The soul of every human
being is at once in the man and in the crocodile.    When the
crocodile dies, the man dies the day after.    If the crocodile
loses an eye, the man loses an eye, and vice versa.    If the
crocodile loses a paw, the man becomes lame.    The human
crocodiles are of a small species, and each man knows the
crocodile that corresponds to himself.    When a crocodile is
about to die, it comes into the village of the person whose
soul is lodged in it.    When it dies they wrap the carcase in
white clothing and bury it, and sacrifice fowls to it.    Then
the man whose soul was in the crocodile dies in turn.   The
people of Leo believe that when one kills a crocodile in the
river, one also kills a man in the village.    This is because
the soul of each inhabitant of the village is connected with
that of a crocodile, and when the soul of the crocodile dies or
leaves its material body, the same thing happens to the in-
habitant of the village who corresponds to it.1
Similarly among the Kassounas-Fras, another tribe of
the Western Sudan, most people believe that crocodiles are
their souls, and that if they kill a crocodile the man who
corresponds to it dies immediately. Thus they pay great
respect to the reptiles, but do not offer them sacrifices. But
at Pou it is not the crocodiles but the iguanas which are thus
venerated and respected. Each iguana, it appears, possesses
the soul of some person in the village. Hence if somebody
kills an iguana, a man simultaneously dies in the village.2
Again, among the Kassounas-Bouras, another tribe of the
Western Sudan, it is believed that the souls of the living and
of the dead inhabit crocodiles, and that when a crocodile dies
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